From the Editor
The Autumn issue of Parameters opens with a forum featuring two
contributions that highlight some important Challenges for US Civil-Military
Relations. The first contribution, “Policy Revolt: Army Opposition to
the Korea Withdrawal Plan” by Eric Setzekorn, argues senior US Army
leaders adopted a Fabian strategy of indirect resistance to Carter’s desire
to reduce the number of troops stationed in Korea. The strategy worked.
But the author leaves us wondering whether that success was a positive
development for US civil-military relations. The second article, “The
Walter Reed Scandal and the All-Volunteer Force” by Richard Malish,
provides intriguing evidence that the American public might have put
the AVF on a pedestal high enough that it harms civil-military relations.
Our second forum, On Alliances and Coalitions, offers three essays
addressing the importance of integrating disparate perspectives under
a common strategy. The first article, “Fighting and Learning in the
Great War: Four Lessons in Coalition Warfare” by Kelly Grieco,
describes the key insights the United States and its allies drew, or ought
to have drawn, during the First World War. All of these, as Grieco
shows, have immediate relevance today. The second contribution to
the forum, Vinay Kaura’s article “India-US Relations: From Distant
Partners to an Alliance” suggests American and Indian interests are
converging in a manner that makes an alliance between them, hitherto
inconceivable, now a worthy objective. Paul Vera Delzo’s “Toward a
Whole-of-Government Approach: Revamping Peru’s Strategy Process”
describes how Peru can obtain greater efficiency and effectiveness from
its strategies by integrating all government agencies.
The final forum, On Clausewitz, presents two articles that challenge
nontraditional interpretations of On War. Richard Milburn’s “Reclaiming
Clausewitz’s Theory of Victory” takes on Emile Simpson’s “Clausewitz’s
Theory of War and Victory in Contemporary Conflict” (Parameters Winter
2017–18). Milburn rejects Simpson’s view and maintains Clausewitz’s
theory of victory remains relevant in the twenty-first century. Brandon
Euhus’s “A Clausewitzian Response to ‘Hyperwarfare’ ” urges military
planners to remember the human dimension of war, as expounded upon
by military writers from Thucydides to Mao Zedong, is ultimately the
decisive one. ~AJE

